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' “Trust and Good

Chicago Jurist /74 ko Has Unraveled 6500
. Matrimonial Tangles Says Mutual

tial to Marstal Happiness

Cooking Are Essen-

LIVE YOUR

| JUDGE SABATH URGES

Y
“DODGE MOTHER-IN-LAW,

OWN LIVES,”

Prohibition Has Worked No Improve-

" ment in the Normal Married State,

Believes Man Who Has Made*‘ Trial
Divorce’’ an Accepted Institution

YOU had Ilisténed to 6500 divorce cases during two years could you
Ffail to be other than & misogamist?

1f you had sat on the court bench and heard dinned in your ears the
eontinual woeful recital of wrecked homes, wouldn't you be something of

» cynie concerning wedlock?,

Superior Court Judge Joseph Sabath, of Chicago, is neither a cynic
por a misogamist. He is a marriage booster.
who, during the last two years, has established a record by hearing those

8500 divorce cases. 1
Nor is Judge Sabath averse

tionships.

Reconciliation is Judge Sabath's

have walked into his court with hatred in their hearts for each other, and
gone out arm in arm. Some have been divorced and then, on the anniver-

sary of their divorce, have called on
by him.
But the tragic scenes enacted

to divorce. He is in favor of it. He is
more in favor, however, of wha® he terms a “trial divorce,” wherein, by a
eertain twist in forensic procedure, he can put married couples on parole
until they have had tinie to smooth out the kinks in their marital rela-

And it is Judge Sabath

biggest work, Couple after couple

Judge Sabath and been remarried

before him, the unhappy men and
women who have poured their tales
into his sympathetic ears, have
brought a nervous breakdown upon |
Judge Sabath. And still it has not |
shattered his faith in marriage. |

“1 began to worry so over recon-‘
ciliafions,” said the Judge, seen in|
his sick room, “that I could stand it
no longer. I was getting a wrong
point of view on divorce, I know it
is a good thing, for there are three
parties to a divorce—the man and
woman and the community.”

Then the Judge gave this chlrac-l

|
|
1

feristic statement:
“Tell the young folk not to fear
marriage. If a youth has a steady

“65°: of AUl Divorces
Are the Fault of the
Husbands”

~Says Judge Sabath, after ex-
amining more than 6500 suits for
permanent separation.

“The majority of the cases are
desertion and cruelty,” he ds-
clares. “The men see other wom-
en who make a fuss over them,
and they lose their heads and
leave their wives.

“The other woman may be a
little botter dressed; she may be
a little younger.”

jobignd a loyal sweetheart he should
marry. The couple should then live
alone, away from parents and rela-
tives, and fight their own battles,
They will be happy.”

Judge Sabath has lived the kind |
of life he urges others to live. He|
was married at eighteen without any !
alluring prospects. i

“Even with my unfortunate nndi
one-sided viewpoint,”” continue

d |
Judge Sabath, “I would be foolish to
decry marriage. There are really
few divorces in relation to the pop-
ulation of this country. Every credit
man in a store knows that the big!
majority of the people are honest.
I know that the big majority of the
people in the United States are fine

W and wholesome.

Wave of Divorce After
Impulsive War Weddings

“There have been more divorces
during the last two years then pre-
viously, It is the reaction to war
hysteria. Girls married uniforms.
Men married girls they had known
on!y a short time. The day of reck-
oning came with peace-time. The
glamour wore off.

“T find wany of these unfortunate
Young penple in my court. Now when-
ever I get both sides in the eourt, I
tnke the man gnd woman into my
chambers,  But let me ndid here, that
there ure many divorce cases in which
only one side appears.  The other stayw |
A%ay, muying: ‘Let him or her have n
divorce, T won't fight.! The one ap-
Peilunt gors a divoree by default. !

"“Fhey nre unfortunate; T ean't reach |
then.

I know I hav
Phem,

e some chance, T talk to|
I try to get to the bottom of |
heie grievances, sometimes »mrlltn:ly!

Is over,  Whien they have told it in
®ords they see how trivial It s in
Felation ta n jife of happiness.

“I cannot may what I suggest for |
Feconciling  estranged couples,  All
bumiun natyre |y different. T have to
U different means, Bometimes | have
to resort 1o foolish nnid silly uwnmrru.i
8% foolish amd au silly ns the petty dif- '
fevencen which have' arlsen between |
the two, For xome of these things to |
become: known outside of wy chamber

woull muke me appear foolish—but
they waork,

"However,

the main thing is lﬂI
n:mlu- them tell you what the trouble is. [
Bomet lies they haven't even glven it
Ay conslderation, Tt 8 a rnwlnlinn!
o them to see in sych n wny just what |
hak Hivided their home. They are more
:'luln glad 10 forget everything and go
=tk together,  And they don't forget
T —

Here Judge Sabath waved to a corner

With floweps,

"Couples I have brought back to-
Bether have went me these flowers,'' he
8id with a pleased smile,

‘Thm he continued:

‘Bowetimes after a long talk I fail

[

of the room, which was literally filled |

to get to the bottom of the trouble.
Both sides are sulky, stubborn. o I
say to them, ‘I nm going to give you
a trial divoree, Come back liere In six
weeks from this date and we will see
what ean be done toward n permanent
decree.’

“They go nway to live apart during
that time, T mnke it plain to them
that they cannot séc ecach other. If
they did they would be in contempt of
court. What T renlly do is to conilnue
the ease for n time. That is my method
of granting a trial divorce,

Divorces Often Averted
by the Lapse of Time

“In  nearly  every ense when the
couple meet in my chambers after the
six weeks they are rendy to start life
over ngain, They have been alone, have
had an opportunity to get a perspec-
tive on thelr life together, and they
have found the bawic trouble.

“1 strike the case from the records,
and nnother divorce is averted.

*“There are some cases where I refuse
to grant a divoree unless under the most
rerlous clrenmstances. That is when
there are children. This becomes a ter-
rible matter for a judge. 1t is often
hard to decide which parent {s entitled
to the eustody of the chilidren.

“When children beeome the wards
of the court thep are placed nt a dis-
advantage. They are handleapped in the
beginning of life. I have a whole string
of little ones who are wards of my
court, and 1 enll on them now and then
and gend them toys and try to re-
place their parents.'’

It might be added that each Christ-
mas, Juilge Bubath carries the Yuletide

been legally separated by him,
“In the case of children, divorces

Thit when they come together, | SPIFit to every child whose parents haved

Judge Joseph Sabath, Chicago
Municipal Court, whose work in
hearing 6500 divorce cases has
resulted in an unusually deep in-
sight into marital difficulties

be assured of affection in return. There
I8 no woman, except in rare instances,
who does not want affection from her
hushand and who will be content with-
out this affection.

“*And she will nlways return
nffection."

Judge Sabath seizes on all oppor-
tunities to effect reconclliation. For
instance, the day before Christmas last
year seven couples who came to hin

the

love rekindled and left arm in arm.
And to another couple, alrendy dl-
vorced but involved in an alimony dis-
pute, came a mutual inclination of
forglveness, & plan to dine together
Christmas and a promise of aunother
chance.

*That's a big baby for your wife
to be holding, Suppose you take her,’'
the Judge suggested to Joseph Bvach,
who was being sued by his wife, Eva.

The tiny urms about the father's
neck did It—that and Judge Sabath and
Christmas time. Svach looked at his
wife. She smiled. And there wasn't
any divoree in the Svach family.

And so it went with six other couplcs. :
At the end of his 'day Judge Babath |
smiled. |

“It's ensy to reconcile people thia
time of year," he said,

Then, just as he was going to ad-
journ, John Dal! wax haled before the
judge. 1lis divorced wife, Ladenne,
had had him arrested for fallure to pay |
back alimony. But John had n
grievance,

Last year, he snid, he sent her u
turkey for Christmas, but it fuiled to]
bring an Invitution to dine.

Judge Sabnth suggested that Jobn
provide another turkey this year and
that Ladenne invite him to share ft,
with their two children. 'They lefi the |
courtroom nnd later were completely |
reconeiled. |

Perhaps
but there

Ladenne knew how to rnnk,!
are some wives who come’
before the judge who do not, In one
day recently two men asked for di- |
vorce because of their wives' poor cook- JI
ing.

*“If people only knew how impor-
tant good cooking Is in the lLife of the
happy home, more attention would be |
paid to the culinary education of our |
daughters,”’ remarked the Judge.

Came Elmer Kittell, who said to the |
Judge : l

“Your honor, I haven't been walj
fed slnce 1 was mareled. T seem 1o ent |
enough, but the food is cooked so bou !
that it doesn't do me any good. All

are serlous even when yYou can con-

friends they nre jeered with ‘Their
father und mother, are divorced. They
ght.'
“Little children toke these things to
heart,

“Even when the children are in the
custody of the court 1 do not give up
hope of a reconcilintion. It i® true that
these little hands can join together the
older hands,"'

Judge Babnth says that 85 per cent
of the divorces ure the fault of the
husbands.

**The majority of the cases are de-
sertion and cruelty,'’ he declared. ''The
men see other women who make a fuss
over them and they lose thelr heads
antd leave thelr wives. The other

woman may be a little better drrnaod;.

she may he n little younger,

Duty of the Wife
to Dress Attractively
cSometimes you might figure these
casen out and say that it was the fault
of the wives, ‘They should not allow

themselves to grow old, or to become
lun '

tidy In their dress.

“On the other hand,
the husband should encourage his wife
to drens as he wanta her to, ke should
show her a little afection and he will

lly things, When T finally make them scientiously place them In custody n![
tell mie whar the trouble ix, the thing|°M® of the parents. Among thelr little

I think that |

my wife can cook is hard-boiled eggs.'

The second man to complain that day
of his wife's cooking was John Ling-
ner. Joln sald he was '‘about to jurp
off the pler' if ever again he had to
pat any fried food. His life, he eaid,
was one [rled meal after another, from

Good Breakfasts
—Happy Marriages |'

“If people only knew how im-
portant good cooking is in the
life of the happy home, more at-
tention would be paid to the culi- \
nary education of our daugh-
ters,” says Judge Sabath,

Many of the divores actions

brought before him are based on
the husband's plaint that his
wife's cooking is ruining his di-
geation,

“Cooking is becoming a neg. ||
lected art,” says the Judge, “and ||
men with indigestion find every- ||
thing wrong about the home, I

“A wife must realize that g
good breakfast is one of the moat
important factors to the happily ’

married couple.”"

court for divorce found the spark of |

- ADVICE OF DIVORCE JUDGE T0 NE

WLYWED!

[E—

'7udge’s Ten Commandments
for Newly Married Couples

—

Marry young.

IIL
IV.

bear and forbear.

husbands.

themselves accordingly.

entertainment. They should

II. Know each other well before marriage.

Have children or adopt them. -

/. Move away from each other's family.

V. Realize the responsibility of marriage relation—

VI. Wives must cook well if they would keep their

VII. Husbands showld confide their business affairs to
their wives, and the wives should take an interest in them.
VIII. Wives must be neat,
latest styles, rouge, bobbed hair, ete., the wives should govern

IX. Husbands should see that their wires get plenty of

rides, walks and swims, or whatever the wife likes.

X. If there has been a quarrel, kiss and make up before
going to sleep. Never let such feelings last orer night.

I} their hushands like the

take them to movies, for auto

Runday to Saturiday,
day.

“Can't vour wife cook as well us
vour mother ysed 107" the Judge quer-
fed. )

““Judge, 1 haven't seen a wife that
could cook as good as her mother,"
vouchsafed ILingner, and although his
statement was rather broad, the Judge
podded in confirmation.

“‘Cooking is becoming a neglected
art, and men with indigestion hud
everything wrong about the home,"" xays
the Judge. ) .

DBefore a meeting of the Woman's
Protective League, Judge Sabath later
outlined his views on the subject, He
advoented elghth-grade pubile school
classes in matrimony, andtrinl divorees,

v8ueh o courso would teach the most
important lesson n child could have,"
sl the Judge. *‘Boys and girls (0.
guther should be taught the necessary
caution In selecting m  life mnte and
meeting the problems of marringe.

“*1t is the duty of the Btate, which!

must eventually suffer from warital
difficuities, to provideé this edueatlon.
““There has been ton much of n ten=
deney to treat the divoree court as a
voudeville show, Instead, 1t is the
stage where tremendous :rnTrdim are
enacted. OF the G300 cages | have tried
fow of the princlpals showed that mar-
ringe had heen seriously consldered,
“Both husband and wife must re-
member this in the nervous days fol-
lowing marriage, that the well-meant
alyiee of parents and relatives may be

the wrong thing to guide them,

“Then a wife must realize that a8 good
breakfast is one of the most pportant
foctors to the happlly married couple,
She vcan learn this at school. And it
should be Ill.lﬁhl her.

**Another thing (s that the wife should

| parenthood,

[© “The bushand should he made 10 as- |

Sume the responsibilities of the home
bevond meroly financing ir.  The wife
[ Bhould not toase her husband by Adle
(flirtations,  The woman who marries a

ljealong hushand is building her honse |

| tn shifting sand« and she must bui'd a
{ more secure foundation,"

| Mother-in-Law No .Joke;
. She Breeds Discord

[ In advice to young married couples
|to get away from thelr parents, tle
Judge said:

“The mother-In-law, after all, {s naot
| merely n stage joke. She ix p reality,
| 8he generally has more old-fashioned
deas ahoit raising ehildean and doing
things than rthe young wife, "Times
‘change, but the mother-in-law seldom
changes with them.

A young wife or young mother can

enerally work out her own problems
est {f let alone, She generally doesn’t
vesent. her own mother telling her how
to do things, because she
end does thein her own way,
husband's mother!  That's different.

“Then the wife's mother can prove
an Irritant to the young hushand,

“The father-in-law, on the other
hand, genevally  sits back and
nothing.  You see, he hasn his mind on

hin business and other things, nnd sueh
family trifes—the little things whiceh
start big breachos—never bothoer hiim,**
| But the Judge does not always take
| the young woman's papt, a '
[ “There is an enormous snelal drift
{ townud premnture ndulthood,” he sgys,
[*“Girls don't want to bo enlled girls,
| They want to he eallmd women from the
}Hn.a they cut their second teeth,
want o dress  |ike Erown-up
lbofnre they are fairly out of
lt“"‘l

.
here s only one'way to curb this

-mot be afraid of the big things in ife— ridiculous and dangerous tendency—

and three thmes & | pagsion, death, jove, sacrifice, toil and |

| inmrease
frontrol,

hey | were
ladies | OTH :
their | and drunkenness, 201,

Judge Sabath with his mother, Mrs. Barbara Sabath, and his wife. The Judge, who is an advocate of
youthful marriages, followed his own doctrine by marrying at 18

publle  eduentdon—for  welf-
the nll!ll' real restraint, ecomes
best througl s hooling.

“Under wmodern handieaps  publie
sehools o auere than the pablie can
rightfully expect, considering the diffi-
culty of getting tendned rencliers and
sifficient money for operition, an
may be asking too el to Hg
sehools to attack  the norning-glory’
philosophy that Is now vuling our young
| L&) |1[i-,

"“I'he school must eurb this unnatueal

and often disastrons ambition of chil- |

dren If {1t ean be done. Courts can

goes ghead [ kometimes moned hrenks, but ft is betrer
But the ! for the community if the breuks never

oceur, anid sehools are the hope of those
who want to wee this fever of foreed
growth cooled,"

says | Dry Laws Have Not Changed

Married Life, He Says

The drey laws have falled to help mar-
ried life, the Judge sayvs. "1 have seen
no amprovement in o arital
sinee the possage of the
nmendu,ent.’

Out ‘of 2000 cases, Juwilge  Sabuath
showed thnt womes had tiled 1430 bills
and men 350, The churges in the bill
tyided ns  follows: Desertio
eruelty, 482: misconduet,
He showed that
this was not n deerease in bills charging
drunkennvss,

1 cannot say prohibition has been

?

40

prohibition

3

relations |

f great factor doing away
family troubles,'" sald Judge Subath
“There seems to be just as muech drink -
g us over Moonshine and lome-
brew are taking the plice of the sn-
mm
“The
conntry
Oulek
.\lilll,'t'
mieh

in

past of this
iviorees,
murringes,
thies as
il

Prosperays
s enused
richies  mean
husbls
MOy HE]

rra
hkny
ik
e thpoe
formerly, bat

the sime small amount aver to their
wives,"'
Juidge Sabath sald that a man wmaking

8 good salury nead not turn it oall
over 10 his wife. But the average mnan,
the laboring man, the clevk and those
whose salaries are just about enough
'to meet the expenses
mouey 1o lils \n" as women are known
fur thelr prudent mnnagement,
The most  sensationel  divores
Judge Sabnh has hamlled (o hirs pee
ovdlbrenling two was that of
Peg Hopkins winl  Btanley
Joy

rise

Nears

{ His Beliefs
Tarried While Young
« Uhis case gor entirely taa tuch
ety wated the Judge sadly, i |
<nfeatd thar v will have o bad eof -
teet,  Other young women muy ey o
[emulate the acttons of Peggy Joyee.

|They mny be misled by the way the|

inewspapers played up the alfaire.™
* Judge Sabath js fifey-two, e came

with  ta

should give his!

United at the nge of
tifteen from Dohemin. It eost him £10
passage money and &1 from New York
to Chicago,  He mwarevied three yenrs
ITis wife was atso foreign-born,

1 belleve that a fellow should murey
voung f he expected to gimount to uny=

the Stares

nler

thing.”" he satil.

He wos cinploved In varlous indiss
trice, muking i< own wuay through
the Chicago College of Law. In June,

1014, the Chicngo law  Beliool cone
(ferred on Ll the degree of mnster of
lnw. He hus  prestded  over every
(branch of the Chicago Munieipal Court
rystemn, and as Judge has Leapd S0,
M) rases,

He hos three ebildreen, all marrvied,
His oldest san, Albert Rabath, who was

S

“Fatty' Arbuckle’s Enstern represens |
tative during the recent trial, is barred 3
from his courtroom, {
“He cannot tey hils cases  bhefore |
me " oways the Judge, "Il must go
elvewhere, "' 1
Judge  Sabuth has  four grandehlls |
iren,  He Las klx brothers In Clilcago
umil four sisters, wll wnreied 1
“They all mareied young bhut Con e
geessiman A J. Sabath, who waited

longer than the rest.”" said rhie Judge,
Juilge Rabuth has seen all the trnges

it of Hle unfold before Lim m the
rourtroom,
“The grentest tragedies of nre

ull :
broken homes," satd the Judge, * i
tell the young people m.m.l:-..,. T“W”- 4
AT

i



